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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  STAFF 

1953 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  HAWORTHi  HILDITCH,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officers  : 

JANE  T.  GILMOUR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

*  ELIZABETH  R.  M.  WILSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : 

*  MARGUERITE  F.  JOHNSTONE,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Orthopaedic  Nurse  : 

*  MRS.  H.  JORDAN 

Senior  Dental  Officer  : 

C.  F.  L.  PURSLOW,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng.) 

Dental  Officers  : 

L.  B.  HALL,  L.D.S.  (Liv.) 

One  vacancy 

Orthodontic  Service  : 

*  A.  G.  BATTEN,  L.D.S. ,  R.C.S. 

Speech  1  herapy  Service  : 

*  F.  KAY,  *  MRS.  M.  INGAMELLS 

Chiropody  Service  : 

*  R.  S.  JOHNSON,  M.Ch.S. 

School  Nurses  : 

E.  ASPINWELL  (until  30th  November,  1933),  E.  GEE,  A..  M.  KEENAN, 
B.  NICHOLSON,  M.  PEET,  E.  E.  SMITH  (from  1st  December,  1953) 

Dental  Attendants  : 

E.  CHADWICK,  N.  PRICE 

Clerks  : 

D.  JONES,  H.  MORRIS  (Dental  Clerk),  M.  DUCKWORTH 


*  Denotes  Part-time  Officer 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer  s 
Annual  Report  1953 

HEALTH  OFFICE, 

WIGAN,  June,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  on 
the  work  accomplished  by  the  School  Health  Service  for  the  year  ended 
December,  1953. 

Once  again  our  statistics  show  that  the  general  condition  of  the 
children  has  been  well  maintained  and  the  percentage  of  children  at 
routine  medical  inspection  whose  general  condition  was  categorised  as 
Poor  has  decreased  to  0.55  per  cent. 

During  the  year  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  accommoda- 
bon  and  facilities  in  various  schools,  but  the  toilet  accommodation  in  the 
older  schools  is  still  most  inadequate. 

The  minor  ailments  clinics  have  played  their  useful  part  in  dealing 
with  the  small  cuts,  bruises,  minor  accidents  and  ailments  which  befall 
the  average  energetic  child.  Although  the  actual  number  of  children 
attending  has  increased,  the  number  of  attendances  made  by  each  child 
for  each  ' 'accident”  has  remained  at  the  low  level  which  was  the  occasion 
of  some  comment  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  problem  of  infested  heads  is  always  with  us,  but  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review,  at  the  first  inspection,  the 
percentage  of  children  found  to  harbour  vermin  or  nits  has  decreased 
to  3.66  per  cent.,  which  is  little  more  than  half  the  figure  for  1952.  Never¬ 
theless  the  price  of  freedom  is  constant  vigilance  and  the  firm  but  tactful 
work  of  the  school1  nurses  in  this  held  must  continue  unabated. 

The  friendly  co-operation  existing  between  the  E.N.T.  Department, 
the  Ophthalmic  Unit  and  the  Children’s  Out-Patient  Clinic  at  the 
R.A.E.I.  has  been  fostered  throughout  the  year  and  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  at  the  time  of  writing  a  measure  of  agreement  has  been  reached 
between  the  School  Health  Service  and  General  Practitioners  concerning 
the  exchange  of  essential  information  on  children  discharged  from  hospital. 

It  was  found  possible  in  October  to  appoint  a  second  part-time  Speech 
Therapist  and  this  has  materially  strengthened  the  service. 

The  opening  of  the  Thomas  Linacre  School  and  the  scheme  for  the 
examination  of  Training  College  entrants  has  entailed  more  work,  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  medical  staff,  which  was  depleted  at  the  close  of  the  year 
by  the  illness  of  Dr.  E.  R.  M.  Wilson,  an  illness  which  lead  to  her  un¬ 
timely  death  in  January,  1954.  Dr.  Wilson  was  extremely  popular  with 
the  nursing  and  clerical  staff  who  worked  with  her,  and  her  loss  has  been 
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keenly  felt.  She  was  perhaps  most  interested  in  the  physically  handi¬ 
capped,  and  especially  the  children  showing  residual  paresis  from  polio¬ 
myelitis.  I  am  sure  that  these  children  will  long  remember  the  kindly 
doctor  who  carried  them  pick-a-back  down  Mitigate  to  the  Public  Baths, 
where  during  her  luncheon  break  she  taught  them,  in  the  water,  to  make 
the  best  use  of  their  wasted  limbs. 

The  ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  has  continued  throughout 
the  year,  the  greatest  activity  being  in  the  educationally  sub-normal 
group.  It  is  somewhat  disheartening  to  note  that  of  the  19  children  who 
were  recommended  for  admission  to  special  schools,  only  4  have  been 
placed  during  1953,  whilst  a  further  4  have  gained  admission  to  special 
classes  in  ordinary  schools. 

Mr.  Purslow,  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  again  reports  con¬ 
tinued  progress  in  the  School  Dental  Service,  although  failure  to  recruit 
an  additional  dentist  has  prevented  us  from  implementing  the  scheme  for 
High  Schools  and  Grammar  Schools  envisaged  in  last  year’s  report. 

My  thanks,  are  due  to  the  several  full  and  part-time  officers  who  have 
provided  material  for  inclusion  in  this  report. 

I  would  again  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  work  performed  by  the  school  medical  and  dental  officers  and  by 
the  nursing  officers  and  the  ancillary  staff  of  the  department.  I  would 
also  thank  the  Director  of  Education  and  the  teaching  staff  of  the.  schools 
for  their  co-operation  during  the  year.  Finally  I  must  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Children’s  Welfare  Sub-Committee 
for  their  help  and  for  the  enthusiasm  with  which  they  have  received 
the  various  suggestions  made  to  them  in  committee  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HAWORTH  HILDITCH, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 


STAFF  CHANGES 

School  Nurses  :  Miss  E.  Aspinwell  retired  at  the  end  of  November, 
1:953.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Smith  commenced  duty  on  1st  December,  1953. 

CO-ORDINATION 

Liaison  with  the  other  Local  Authority  Health  Services  is  achieved 
in  the  following  manner  : — 

The  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  One  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  appointments  in 
both  the  School  Health  Service  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Service, 
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None  of  the  School  Nurses  possess  the  Health  Visitor's  Certificate, 
so  no  joint  Health  Visitor/ School  Nurse  appointments  have  been  made. 
No  change  can  be  anticipated  in  this  direction  until  the  acute  national 
shortage  of  Health  Visitors  is  overcome. 

During  the  year  every  effort  has  been  made  to  preserve  the  good 
relationship  which  exists  between  the  assistant  medical  officers  of  the 
School  Health  Service  and  the  general  practitioners  in  the  town.  Their 
co-operation  is  extremely  valuable. 

Co-ordination  has  also  been  maintained  with  the  hospital  services 
and  a  Liaison  Committee  at  officer  level  holds  regular  meetings. 

A  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Paediatric  Clinic  at  Wigan  Infirmary 
and  brings  to  the  notice  of  the  Consultant  the  social  background  and 
environment  of  the  children  from  the  Borough,  who  are  attending.  She 
arranges  to  visit  the  home  in  necessitous  cases  and  is  available  to  advise 
the  parents  as  to  the  best  way  of  carrying  out  the  treatment  indicated  by 
the  paediatrician. 

The  E.N.T.  Surgeon  passes  to  the  School  Health  Service  regular 
information  on  children  receiving  operative  treatment  or  being  placed 
on  the  waiting  list. 

The  General  Practitioners  have  agreed  in  principle  to  an  interchange 
of  information  concerning  children  upon  discharge  from  hospital  and  if 
successful  this  should  fill  the  gap  in  our  records  which  has  been  apparent 
since  the  School  Medical  Service  ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  consultants. 


CLINICS 


Central  Clinic,  Miilgate,  Wigan  : 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  ... 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Chiropody  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  ... 


Dental  Clinic 


Monday  afternoon,  Tuesday,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday  mornings. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  by 
appointment. 

Tuesday  and  Friday,  all  day. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
all  day. 

Orthopaedic  Specialist  attends  every 
alternate  Monday  morning. 

Each  afternoon. 


Pemberton  Clinic,  15,  Billinge  Road,  Pemberton  : — 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  ...  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 

mornings. 

Speech  Clinic  .  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  all  day. 

Pemberton  Primary  School,  Schoolway,  Pemberton  : — 

Dental  Clinic  .  Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings. 
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COST  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  for  the  following  : — 

Thq  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  on  ist  April,  1953,  was  £478,902. 

The  gross  cost  of  the  School  Health  Service  for  the  twelve  months 
ended  31st  March,  1953,  was  £11,883  19s.  8d.,  compared  with 

£11,674  6s.  rod.  in  the  preceding  year.  The  Government  Grant  was 
£7,139  7s.  9d.  and  income  from  other  sources  was  nil,  hence  net  cost  was 

£4.353  ns.  nd. 

The  cost  of  the  Service  per  child  was  18s.  o.86d.  gross,  and  7s.  3-07d. 
net,  and  the  cost  expressed  in  the  terms  of  a  penny  rate  was  5.964.  gross, 
and  2.38d.  net. 


SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  HYGIENE 
Number  of  Schools  and  Children 
Primary  Schools 


No. 

Departments 

No.  on 
Rolls 

A verage 
attendance 

County  Schools 

5 

8  ... 

2000 

•  1743 

Voluntary  Schools  ... 

20 

...  42  ... 

8099 

7188 

25 

...  50  ... 

IOO99 

...  8931 

Secondary  Modern  Schools 

No. 

Departments 

No.  on 
Rolls 

A verage 
attendance 

County  Schools 

.  3 

4  ... 

1343 

1227 

Voluntary  Schools 

.  3 

4  ... 

1096 

988 

6 

8  ... 

2439 

...  2215 

Secondary,  Technical  and  Grammar  Schools 

The  Grammar  School  has  505  pupils  on  roll,  and  the  High  School 
has  498. 

The  Thomas  Linacre  School,  opened  in  September,  1953,  has  120 
Wigan  pupils  and  288  County  pupils  on  roll. 

There  is  one  direct-grant  secondary  grammar  school  in  the  town, 
viz.,  The  Notre  Dame  High  School. 
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Nursery  Classes 

Children  between  3  and  5  years  are  admitted  to  Warrington  Lane 
County  and  St.  Thomas’s  C.E,  Schools  which  have  the  only  Nursery 
Classes  in  the  borough. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  periodic  medical  inspection  of  three  age  groups  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  children  inspected  and  found  to 
require  treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases)  were 
as  follows  : — 


Group 

Number 

Inspected 

Found  to 
require 
treatment 

Percentage 

1953 

1953 

1953 

Entrants 

•••  1334 

148 

II.09 

Second  Age  Group 

Il86 

l66 

13-99 

Third  Age  Group 

Il82 

203 

17.17 

Total  (prescribed  Groups)  ... 

•  •  •  3702 

5U 

I3-96 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

258 

69 

26.74 

Grand  Total 

...  3960 

586 

14-74 

Details  of  defects  found,  etc.,  are  given  in  Table  III,  page  23. 
During  the  year, 257  Scholarship  children  were  examined. 


FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  general  condition  of  the  children  in  all  the  three  age  groups 
is  satisfactory7.  This  is  well  shown  by  the  fact  that  over  99  per  cent,  of  them 
are  assessed  as  average  or  better  than  average,  and  only  a  very  small 
proportion  (.55  per  cent.)  as  being  below  average.  The  provision  of  milk 
and  meals  in  schools  has  no  doubt  been  a  very  important  factor  here.  A 
small  number  of  children  have  been  recommended  to  have  free  meals 
when  their  general  physical  condition  seemed  to  warrant  this. 

The  condition  of  the  pupils  has  been  assessed  in  three  broad 
categories  — 

(A)  Good. 

(B)  Fair. 

(C)  Poor. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  II  (page  23)  that  in  all  age  groups  the 
percentage  in  the  three  categories  is  as  follows  : — - 

(A)  1. 11  per  cent. 

(B)  98.33  per  cent. 

(C)  0.55  per  cent. 
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Whilst  Class  (B)  is  taken  as  the  average  for  the  town,  Class  (C) 
means  generally  that  the  child  should  be  kept  under  observation  and 
steps  are  taken  to  obtain  whatever  treatment  is  considered  necessary  to 
improve  the  general  condition. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

Ear  Diseases  and  Defective  Hearing. — At  routine  medical  inspection, 
30  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  ear  trouble  of  various  kinds; 
14  had  discharging  ears. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — 65  children  were  found  at  routine  medical 
inspection  to  require  treatment,  and  84  required  to  be  kept  under 
observation.  166  received  operative  treatment  during  the  year.  Details 
are  given  on  Page  24  (Table  V). 

Co-operation  with  the  E.N.T.  specialist  at  the  Infirmary  is  very 
satisfactory  and  w-e  regularly  receive  lists  of  the  names  of  children  who 
have  been  asked  to  attend  the  Infirmary  for  treatment  and  also  of  those 
who  have  had  operative  treatment. 


Eye  Diseases  — -  Visual  Defects 

Eye  Diseases. — 18  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  external 
eye  disease,  mainly  conjunctivitis  and  blepharitis. 

364  Cases  were  found  to  have  defective  vision  and  squint. 

Details  of  cases  examined  and  the  numbers  for  whom  glasses  were 
prescribed,  are  given  on  page  24  (Table  IV). 


Skin  Diseases 

Whilst  9  cases  of  skin  disease  were  found  at  routine  medical  inspection 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  neither  Scabies  nor  Ringworm  was  amongst 
them. 


Orthopaedic  Defects 

At  the  routine  medical  inspection  148  cases  were  revealed.  72  were 
referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  treatment  and  76  are  under  obser¬ 
vation. 

Details  of  attendances  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  are  given  in  Table 
VI  on  page  25. 


COLLEGE  ENTRANTS 

57  Candidates  for  admission  to  various  Training  Colleges  were 
medically  examined  during  the  year. 


SUPERANNUATION 


13  employees  of  the  School  Meals  Service  were  medically  examined 
for  superannuation  purposes. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT 

Arrangements  to  secure  the  availability  of  comprehensive  free  medical 
treatment,  other  than  domiciliary  treatment  for  pupils  for  whom  the 
Authority  accepts  responsibility,  included  the  following  : — 

Minor  Ailments  :  School  Clinics. — The  two  School  Clinics  at  Millgate 
and  Billinge  Road,  Pemberton,  have  been  open  daily  during  the  school 
days  and  during  the  school  holiday  periods  for  treatment  of  minor  ail¬ 
ments  and  the  carrying  out  of  special  examinations. 

During  the  year,  8,367  attendances  were  made  in  303  sessions  at 
the  Central  Clinic,  and  1,826  attendances  were  made  in  124  sessions  at 
the  Pemberton  Clinic  —  an  average  of  28  children  per  session  at  the 
Central  Clinic,  and  15  children  per  session  at  Pemberton  Clinic. 


1952 

1953 

No.  of  children  attending 

2,043 

2,156 

No.  of  attendances 

9T99  • 

..  10,193 

Average  No.  of  attendances  per  child  ... 

4-5  • 

4.6 

At  the  School  Clinics  special  examinations  of  children  referred  by 
school  nurses,  teachers,  parents  and  Attendance  Officers,  are  carried  out 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers  in  addition  to  the  treatment  of 
minor  ailments. 

The  School  Nurses  attend  to  cleansing  the  heads  of  children  referred 
to  the  Clinic  for  this  purpose. 

Detailed  particulars  of  minor  ailments  treated,  and  the  means  by 
which  treatment  was  obtained,  are  given  in  Table  VII,  pages  25,  26 
and  27. 

Treatment  of  Visual  Defects. — Children  suspected  of  having  defective 
vision  are  examined  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Gilmour,  School  Medical  Officer  at  the 
Clinic,  and  glasses  are  prescribed  where  necessary.  All  children  who  are 
known  to  have  visual  defects  are  re-examined  annually. 

The  medical  and  lay  staff  of  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary 
ophthalmic  unit  have  been  most  helpful  and  co-operative. 

Orthoptic  Service. — An  increasing  number  of  school  children  have 
been  referred  to  the  Infirmary  to  benefit  from  the  orthoptic  exercises 
provided  there. 

Uncleanliness. — Arrangements  for  head  inspections  have  continued 
as  in  previous  years.  Details  are  to  be  found  on  page  28  (Table  VIII). 
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The  following  scheme  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year 

(1)  Complete  survey  by  a  School  Nurse  of  each  school  as  soon 
as  possible  after  term  begins. 

(2)  Children  found  to  be  harbouring  live  vermin  are  excluded 
from  school  and  attend  the  Clinic  every  day  until  quite  clean. 
They  are  then  re-admitted  and  directions  given  to  the  parents 
to  keep  them  clean. 

(3)  In  the  case  of  children  with  nits  only,  notices  to  parents  are 
sent  in  the  usual  way  with  instructions  as  to  the  best  method 
of  getting  rid  of  nits.  The  children  are  seen  by  Nurses  at 
intervals  of  three  or  four  days  until  quite  clean.  Notices  to 
parents  are  repeated  in  cases  where  nits  are  still  present. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  apply  the  scheme  thoroughly,  and 
the  results  have  been  very  gratifying. 

The  total  number  of  first  examinations  of  children  was  11,289  an<^ 
of  these,  413  had  pediculosis  of  the  head  (i.e.,  lice  or  nits  present) . 

At  the  final  inspection  the  number  of  children  with  nits  was  297. 

At  the  first  examination  the  percentage  of  infested  children  was  3.66 
and  at  the  final  inspection  the  percentage  had  been  reduced  to  2.63. 

We  ask  for  greater  understanding  and  co-operation  from  the  parents. 
Many  teachers  are  keenly  interested  in  this  important  work,  and  the 
help  they  give  to  the  nurses  is  very  valuable.  Many  children,  after  being 
freed  from  nits  and  lice  at  the  Clinic,  or  by  carrying  out  the  Medical 
Officer’s  advice,  became  re-infested  in  their  homes. 

Orthopaedic  Service.  —  The  orthopaedic  scheme,  operated  jointly 
with  Lancashire  County  Council,  has  continued  to  operate  throughout 
the  year,  the  Surgeon  attending  two  Sessions  per  month  and  the  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Nurse  attending  six  sessions  per  week. 

The  number  of  school  children  treated  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
during  1953  was  267. 

These  cases  are  divided  into  three  groups  : — 

(1)  Congenital  deformities. 

(2)  Acquired  deformities. 

(3)  Deformities'  secondary  to  infectious  diseases  as  in 
Poliomyelitis,  septic  joints  and  Tuberculosis. 

The  treatment  of  congenital  defects  starts  in  infancy  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  is  continued  until  school  leaving  age  if  necessary. 

Acquired  defects  include  Flat  Feet,  Knock  Knee  and  postural  defects 
which  are  grouped  into  special  classes  for  specific  exercises  each  week. 

Hydrotherapeutic  treatments  are  carried  out  at  the  Wigan  Baths 
each  week.  These  treatments  are  giving  great  pleasure  to  the  more 
seriously  handicapped  children  as  this  is  the  only  physical  field  in  which 
they  can  compete  with  normal  children.  The  tonic  effect  of  learning  to 
swim  contributes  to  the  free  movement  of  the  weak  or  wasted  muscles 
which  is  the  main  objective. 
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The  kindly  co-operation  of  the  Baths  Superintendent  and  his  Staff 
has  succeeded  in  surmounting  the  very  natural  difficulties  that  must 
arise  in  using  the  public  baths  for  this  purpose. 

Children  are  sent  to  the  Country  Hospital  at  Biddulph  for  operative 
treatment  under  Sir  Harry  Platt. 

Further  advice  is  obtained  from  Sir  Harry  Platt’s  unit  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester,  when  necessary. 

Tuberculosis. — Five  children  were  referred  for  an  opinion  to  the 
Chest  Clinic.  One  of  these  was  found  to  be  Tuberculous. 

Arrangements  for  treatment  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. — All  child  contacts  of  known  tuberculous  cases 
are  referred  to  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician  for  diagnostic  jelly  or 
Mantoux  testing.  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  those  cases  where  it 
is  considered  that  its  administration  would  be  of  value. 

No  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  mass  vaccination  of  school 
leavers  has  been  put  forward  as  the  present  medical  strength  in  the  de¬ 
partment  is  insufficient  to  ensure  its  successful  continuance. 

Child  Guidance,  1953 

Number  of  Cases  referred  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sources  of  reference  : — 

School  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Probatoin  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Interviews  held  : — 

Notre  Dame  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  Liverpool  2 
Whittingham  Hospital,  Preston  ...  ...  ...  1 

R.A.E.  Infirmary,  Wigan  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Results  : — 

(1)  Treatment  at  Clinic  recommended  ...  1 

(2)  Diagnosed  with  advice  ...  ...  ...  3 

Awaiting  Examination  at  31st  December,  1953  ...  ■ — 

Awaiting  Treatment  at  31st  December,  1953  ...  — 

Speech  Therapy. — For  details,  see  Handicapped  Pupils  (k),  page  18. 

CHIROPODY 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  S.  Johnson  for  the  following  report  : — 

The  past  year  has  again  shown  a  high  incidence  of  Verrucae  Pedis. 
In  some  cases  these  were  deeply  embedded,  and  overdue  for  treatment, 
because  the  child  or  parent  '‘thought  it  was  just  a  s eg.”  Parents  are  now, 
it  is  hoped,  more  foot  conscious. 
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Children  of  all  ages  attend,  but  the  majority  are  within  the  io — 12 
years  age  group. 

Many  interesting  cases  have  been  seen  and  treated  in  1953,  with 
good  results. 

No.  of  attendances  by  chiropodist  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

No.  of  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  302 


of  treatments 

482 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES,  1953 

Verrucae  Pedis 

123 

V errucae  Vulgaris  ... 

56 

Plantar  Callous 

13 

Heloma  Duram 

47 

Onychauxis 

14 

Calcaneal  Exostis  ... 

4 

Weak  or  Strained  Foot  ... 

5 

S/H  Plantaris 

7 

Bursitis 

2 

Claw  Toes 

5 

O/Cryptosis  ... 

13 

Pronation 

3 

Faulty  Posture 

4 

Knock  Knees 

1 

Tinea  Pedis  ...  . 

1 

S/H  Molle . 

1 

Flat  Foot 

1 

O/Phosis  .  . 

2 

HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 

Generally  speaking,  these  services  ceased  to  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  Local  Education  Authorities  on  the  inception  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  of  1946,  although  Circular  135/48  of  the  Ministries  of  Health 
and  Education  indicates  that  the  Education  Authority  may  still  employ 
individual  specialists  to  give  advice  if  this  is  considered  necessary. 

The  Orthopaedic  Scheme  which  is  a  joint  service  with  the  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Council  continues  as  before. 

Children  requiring  specialist  treatment  for  diseases  of  the  Ears,  Nose 
and  Throat  are  referred  to  the  Aural  Surgeon  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward 
Infirmary.  Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases  provide  for  these  to  be  referred  to  the  Infirmary  where 
some  measure  of  priority  is  afforded  them.  They  still,  however,  have 
to  mix  with  the  general  sick  in  crowded  out-patient  departments,  which 
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psychologically  is  most  unsatisfactory,  although  the  establishment  of 
a  Paediatric  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary  has  done  much 
to  alleviate  this  situation. 

As  an  off-shoot  from  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist 
has  set  up  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic  which  operates  weekly.  This  Clinic 
is  mainly  consultative  and  cannot  meet  the  need  for  a  full  child  guidance 
service  offering  facilities  for  prolonged  play  therapy,  etc. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  no  notified  Diphtheria  cases,  and  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Measles  amounted  to  122  and  402  cases  respectively. 

There  were  also  85  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  3  of  Pneumonia  and 
1  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  origin  of  the  infection  in  the  Typhoid  Fever  case  is  interesting. 
Two  members  of  a  family,  father  and  daughter,  were  infected  and  after 
all  possible  sources  of  infection  from  outside  the  family  had  been  excluded 
we  were  left  with  the  information  that  the  husband  of  the  aged  maternal 
grandmother,  who  resided  with  the  family,  had  died  of  Typhoid  Fever 
some  forty  years  previously,  the  grannie  also  being  a  victim  of  the  disease 
at  that  time.  She  had,  some  three  weeks  before  the  present  outbreak  of 
disease,  retired  from  work  and  had  taken  to  cooking  the  family  mid-day 
meal.  Careful  investigation  failed  to  confirm  her  as  a  carrier,  but  the 
circumstantial  evidence  all  pointed  in  that  direction. 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  school  popula¬ 
tion. 

Protective  inoculation  against  diphtheria  is  offered  free,  and  the 
written  consent  of  the  parents  is  obtained  before  any  child  is  immunised. 
Consent  forms  have  been  issued  on  several  occasions  to  each  child  to 
take  home  to  his  parents  for  signature,  and  the  Head  Teachers  have 
been  asked  to  co-operate  in  advising  parents  to  have  their  children 
inoculated.  Other  forms  of  propaganda  have  been  carried  out  in  con¬ 
junction  with  national  campaigns. 

Where  numbers  warrant  such  action,  Immunisation  sessions  are 
undertaken  in  schools  as  well  as  at  clinic  premises. 

No.  of  children  who  received  first  injection  A.P.T.  ...  284 

,,  ,,  2nd  injection  A.P.T.  ...  252 

,,  ,,  reinforcing  injection  A.P.T.  964 

This  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  has  decreased,  due  in 
the  main  to  the  illness  of  the  department’s  medical  staff. 

As  chicken  pox,  mumps,  influenza,  etc.,  are  not  compulsorily 
notifiable,  the  total  number  of  cases  is  not  known. 

Cases  of  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fevers  are 
notified  by  general  practitioners  in  the  usual  way,  and  are  visited  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Health  Department.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  not  now  primarily  responsible  for  the  admission  to  hospital 
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of  infectious  cases.  Where  the  social  circumstances  indicate  that  admis¬ 
sion  to  hospital  is  required  to  prevent  spread  of  the  disease,  consultation 
with  the  family  doctor  rarely  fails  to  enlist  his  co-operation  in  arranging 
the  patient's  admission. 

It  is  compulsory  to  notify  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 
All  cases  are  visited  by  the  School  Nurses. 

A  printed  table  of  minimum  periods  of  exclusion  for  various  diseases 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  and  copies 
supplied  to  the  Health  Department,  Education  Committee,  Head  Teachers, 
and  Welfare  Officers. 

Exclusion  certificates  are  issued  for  definite  periods  or  until  the  child 
is  fit,  when  a  re-admission  certificate  is  given. 

No  child  who  has  been  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  must  be 
re-admitted  to  school!  before  a  re-admission  form  or  medical  certificate 
of  fitness  from  a  private  practitioner  has  been  received. 

There  is  complete  co-ordination  between  the  School  Medical  Service 
and  the  Health  Department  in  the  control  of  infectious  diseases.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  informs  the  Head  Teacher  of  all  cases  notified 
by  medical  practitioners,  and  exclusion  certificates  are  sent  to  them. 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  has  continued  throughout  the 
year. 

Many  handicapped  pupils  are  found  during  the  first  periodic)  medical 
inspection,  and  others  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  by 
teachers  or  parents.  A  proportion  are  discovered  prior  to  their  admis¬ 
sion  to  school  whilst  attending  Welfare  Clinics,  and  the  close  liaison 
which  exists  between  the  School  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Service  ensures  that  these  children  are  guided  early  into  the 
educational  channels  which  will  be  of  most  benefit  to  them. 

The  fact  that  the  Local  Health  Authority  have  commenced  building 
an  Occupation  Centre  for  children  notified  under  Section  57  (3)  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  has,  I  think,  induced  teachers  to  bring  forward  cases 
whicfy  they  were  reluctant  to  do  previously  and  during  the  year  16  child¬ 
ren  were  notified  under  this  section. 

One  feature  of  the  service  is  that  should  the  child  be  so  incapacitated 
as  to  be  unable  to  attend  the  School  Clinic,  arrangements  are  made  for 
the  School  Medical  Officer  to  visit  the  home  in  conjunction  with  the  Family 
Doctor  who  is  attending,  thus  first-hand  information  of  the  child's  pre¬ 
vious  history  is  obtained. 

Particulars  of  the  numbers  of  handicapped  children  ascertained 
during  the  year  and  the  numbers  attending  Special  Schools  are  as 
follows  : — 


Number  Number 
admitted,  attending 


(a)  Blind  Pupils. 

Number  ascertained  :  Nil. 

St.  Vincent’s  School  for  the  Catholic  Blind 

and  Partially  Sighted,  Liverpool  ...  ...  —  i 

(b)  Partially  Sighted  Pupils. 

Number  ascertained,  Nil. 

Special'  School  : — 

St.  Vincent’s  School  for  the  Catholic  Blind 

and  Partially  Sighted,  Liverpool  ...  ...  —  2 

Institute  for  Blind  Welfare  and  School  for 

Partially  Sighted,  Preston .  — •  i 

(c)  Deaf  Pupils. 

Number  ascertained,  i. 

Royal  Cross  School  for  the  Deaf,  Preston  ...  —  — 

St.  John’s  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

Boston  Spa  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  5 

Thomasson  Memorial  School  for  the  Deaf, 

Bolton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  3 

Royal  Residential  School  for  the  Deaf,  Man¬ 
chester  .  1  i 

(d)  Partially  Deaf  Pupils. 

Number  ascertained,  Nil. 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf, 


Birkdale,  Southport  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  3 

(e)  Delicate  Pupils. 

No.  of  children  ascertained  during  1953  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  children  admitted  to  Special  Schools,  as  under  ...  5 

St.  Dominic’s  Open  Air  School,  Hambledon  ...  ...  3 

St.  Joseph’s  Heart  Hospital,  Rainhill  ...  ...  ...  1 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brentwood  School  of  Recovery,  St.  Leonard’s  ...  ...  1 

(f)  Diabetic  Pupils. 

No  cases  were  revealed  during  the  year. 

(g)  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils. 


No.  of  children  examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  50 

The  following  recommendations  were  made  : — 

Reported  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  in  accordance  with  Section 
57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 
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(a)  Under  Sub-section  3 

(b)  Under  Sub-section  5 

Admission  to  Special  Schools 

Admission  to  Special  Class  in  Ordinary  School  ... 

Total  number  of  children  actually  admitted  to  Special 
Schools  for  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils  during 
1953  . 

Although  these  children  were  examined  and  recommendations  made, 
in  very  few  cases  have  the  recommendations  for  special  school 
accommodation  made  been  carried  into  effect.  This  is  due  to  the  shortage 
of  such  accommodation,  both  local  and  general,  and  is  very  unfortunate 
as  many  of  the  children  can  be  trained  to  become  really  useful  citizens 
if  the  educational  facilities  are  available.  The  Education  Committee  are 
acutely  aware  of  the  lack  of  facilities  and  have  tried  in  selected  schools 
to  incorporate  special  classes  for  E.S.N.  children.  This  practice  will  be 
extended  when  more  classrooms  become  available. 
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Special  Schools 
Number  Number 

(h)  Epileptic  Pupils.  admitted,  attending 

Number  ascertained,  2. 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Home  for  Epileptics  ...  ...  1  2 

Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Surrey  ...  ...  -  1 

(i)  Maladjusted  Pupils. 

Number  ascertained  as  requiring  treatment,  Nil. 

St.  Thomas  More’s  School,  Devon  ...  ...  —  1 

Cases  are  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  for  advice  and 
treatment. 


Special  Schools 
Number  Number 

(j)  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils.  admitted,  attending 

Number  ascertained,  Nil. 

* 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  Training  College,  Surrey  ...  —  1 

(k)  Pupils  Suffering  from  Speech  Defect. 

Mr.  Kay  during  the  whole  year,  and  Mrs.  Ingamells  since  October, 
have  both  given  four  sessions  per  week  to  the  treatment  of  children  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Speech  Defects. 

During  the  year  181  cases  made  3,226  attendances. 

WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSES 

During  the  year  the  School  Nurses  have  carried  out  the  following 
number  of  visits  : — 


No.  of  visits  paid  to  homes  for  following  up  of 
cases  ... 

• 

1952 

1953 

1,863 

1,846 

,,  visits  paid  to  schools  in  connection  with 
general  cleanliness  ... 

93 

93 

,,  children  inspected  for  general  cleanliness 

11,185 

...  11,289 

,,  visits  paid  to  schools  for  re-inspection 
for  general  cleanliness 

423 

439 

,,  children  re-inspected  for  general  cleanli¬ 
ness 

32,955 

•  ••  37,o8o 

,,  visits  to  schools  for  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

2 

3 

,,  children  inspected  for  Infectious  Diseases 

156 

87 

,,  visits  paid  to  schools  for  other  purposes 

83 

98 

,,  visits  paid  to  homes  for  Infectious 
Diseases 

635 

654 

,,  visits  paid  to  schools  for  Medical 
Inspection 

234 

239 

,,  visits  paid  to  schools  for  Inoculations  ... 

35 

18 

,,  Journeys  to  Manchester  with  Children  for 
Admission  to  Biddulph  Hospital  ... 

_ _ 

5 

,,  to  R.A.E.  Infirmary,  Wigan,  with  Injured 
Children 

_ , 

2 

,,  Inoculation  Sessions  at  School  Clinic  ... 

— - 

5 

CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS 

The  number  of  parents  present  at  Medical  Inspection  varies  con¬ 
siderably  in  the  different  schools.  The  total  number  of  parents  present 
was  2,089,  and  the  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  was 
3,960.  The  average  attendance  of  parents  being  52.71  per  cent. 


CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS 

The  teachers  in  the  schools  of  Wigan  are  usually  very  helpful  to 
School  Medical  Officers.  They  provide  them  with  the  best  accommo¬ 
dation  possible,  report  any  abnormality  they  have  noticed  in  the  children, 
and  submit  special  cases  for  inspection.  Prompt  and  complete  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  infectious  disease  is  very  valuable  to  the  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer  and  helps  him  to  control  or  even  prevent  epidemics.  The 
teachers  see  that  such  cases  are  kept  away  from  the  school  for  the  mini¬ 
mum  period  prescribed  and  until  a  re-admission  form  is  received,  and 
also  that  contacts  are  excluded  as  recommended. 


CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 

During  the  year  the  help  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  has  been 
obtained  in  11  cases,  involving  the  welfare  of  36  children. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS 

During  the  year  12  applications  received  from  children  were  in¬ 
vestigated  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  and  licences  to  all  the  appli¬ 
cants  were  subsequently  granted. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK 

The  School  Meals  Organiser  has  submitted  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  : — 

The  School  Meals  and  Milk  Scheme  continued  to  operate  satisfac¬ 
torily  during  1953. 

Following  the  increase  in  the  price  of  the  meal  from  yd.  to  gd.,  which 
became  operative  in  March,  1953,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  meals  served.  This  was  followed  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  free 
meals  which  are  supplied  to  children  whose  parents’  income  is  below  the 
prescribed  scale. 

There  was  during  the  period  under  review  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  one-third  pint  bottles  of  free  milk  supplied  to  school  children. 

Seven  meals  centres  were  open  during  school  holiday  periods  for 
the  supply  of  free  meals  to  necessitous  children  and  for  the  supply  of 
meals  on  payment  to  school  children. 

With  the  opening  in  October  of  the  Thomas  Linacre  School  Kitchen 
the  total  number  of  kitchens  is  now  9.  Four  School  Kitchens  and  5  Central 
Kitchens  supply  meals  to  60  School  Departments  at  38  Centres. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  the  premises  of  Central 
Kitchens,  Sculleries  and  Dining  Rooms. 

Summary  of  Milk  and  Meals  Served  during  1953 


Free 

Meals 

Paid 

Meals 

'/3-pint  bottles  Free  Milk 

1952 

137,028 

1953 

139,462 

1952 

1,055,921 

x953 

966,163 

I952 

2,146,085 

1953 

2,201,884 

No.  of  meals  supplied  to  the  Notre  Dame  High  School  : — 
During  1952,  64,405;  During  1953,  59,978. 


SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1953 

Similar  arrangements  for  the  dental  inspection  and  treatment  of 
children  in  the  various  schools  in  the  Borough  have  again  been  maintained 
as  in  previous  years.  Unfortunately,  illness  of  staff  curtailed  treatment 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year;  efforts,  however,  were  made  later  to 
overcome  this  and  met  with  considerable  success.  It  was  found  possible 
during  the  year  under  review  to  inspect  and  provide  treatment  for  child¬ 
ren  attending  the  majority  of  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Modern  Schools, 
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Facilities  were  again  made  available  for  parents  to  attend  at  dental 
examinations  of  younger  children  and  in  many  cases  these  invitations 
were  readily  accepted.  The  questions  asked  and  interest  shown  by  mothers 
at  these  interviews  were  gratifying  and  denoted  a  greater  understanding 
of  the  importance  of  maintaining  dental  fitness. 

Once  again,  the  Orthodontic  Service,  with  the  limited  time  available, 
was  used  to  capacity.  During  the  twelve  months  under  review,  399  atten¬ 
dances  were  made  at  the  clinic  by  children  receiving  Orthodontic  treat¬ 
ment  and  137  were  made  for  examination  and  treatment  by  the  Ortho¬ 
dontist. 

Through  the  year,  I  received  valuable  help  from  the  dental  atten¬ 
dants,  who  in  addition  to  surgery  duties  made  313  "home  visits,”  in  a 
"following  up”  capacity  and  73  visits  to  the  schools.  The  work  of  the 
female  dental  clerk  has  also  been  of  considerable  assistance  in  carrying 
out  the  many  clerical!  duties  necessary  for  the  efficient  running  of  the 
service. 

Although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  appoint  an  additional  dental 
officer  for  the  new  clinic  at  the  Pemberton  Primary  School,  every  effort 
was  made  to  put  it  into  use  for  at  least  three  Sessions  each  week  for  the 
treatment  of  children  in  that  area. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION,  1953 

The  Organiser  of  Physical  Education  submits  the  following  notes: — 

Refresher  courses  for  teachers  in  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 
have  been  held,  which  have  given  greater  interest  and  stimulus  to  school 
activities. 

Interest  in  swimming  has  been  maintained.  In  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Swimming  Examinations  730  children  passed  the  tests.  In  the 
Royal  Life  Saving  Society’s  Examinations  98  awards  were  made. 

The  Wigan  Schools’  Athletic  Association  were  again  placed  third  in 
the  Lancashire  County  Athletic  Championships.  Three  Wigan  pupils 
were  chosen  to  represent  Lancashire  in  the  National  Championships. 

Facilities  have  been  made  available  for  senior  girls  of  several  schools 
to  play  hockey. 
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APPENDIX 

STATISTICAL  TABLES 

TABLE  I. 

Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 


Number  of  Children  Inspected  1st  January,  1953, 
to  31st  December,  1953 


A.  Periodic  MediCx^l  Inspections 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections  : — 

Entrants  . 

2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 


E334 

1,186 

1,182 


Total 


3702 


Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 


258 


B.  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-inspections 

Total  .  . 


164 

1,404 

1,568 
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TABLE  II 


Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 

during  the  Year  in  Age  Groups 


No.  of 
Pupils 
Insp¬ 
ected 

A  (Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C  (Poor) 

Age  Groups 

No. 

%  of 
Gol.  2 

No 

%  of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
Col.  2 

Entrants 

1334 

14 

1-05 

1312 

98-35 

8 

0-59 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

1186 

16 

L35 

1161 

97-89 

9 

0-75 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

1182 

6 

0-51 

1174 

99-32 

2 

0-16 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

258 

8 

3T0 

247 

95-73 

3 

1-16 

T otal  ...  ... 

3960 

44 

Ml 

3894 

98-33 

0  0 

0-55 

TABLE  III 
Treatment  Table 

Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness)  Treated  during 
the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1953 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment  during-  the  year 

(0 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm  :  Scalp 

— 

— 

1 

Ringworm  :  Body 

1 

— 

Scabies 

2 

— 

2 

Impetigo  ... 

84 

— 

34 

Other  Skin  Disease 

66 

— 

66 

Minor  Eye  Defects  ... 

(External  and  other,  but  ex¬ 
cluding  cases  falling  in 

184 

184 

Group  II). 

67 

67 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 

— 

Miscellaneous  ... 

(e.g.,  Minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc.). 

1487 

1487 

Total  . 

1841 

— 

1841 
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TABLE  IV 


Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects, 

Treated  as  Minor  Ailments) 


No.  of 

Defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  Disease 

(0 

Under 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint) 

642 

642 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 
in  Group  I) 

— 

— 

Total  . 

642 

_ _ 

642 

Defective  Vision  I953 

No.  of  refractions  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  ...  ...  642 

,,  children  for  whom  glasses  were  prescribed  ...  451 

,,  children  for  whom  glasses  were  not  prescribed  ...  130 

,,  children  for  whom  new  glasses  were  not  con¬ 
sidered  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Uncompleted  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  referred  to  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


Analysis  of  Cases  in  which  Glasses  were  Prescribed 

Simple  Hypermetropia 
Simple  Myopia 
Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 
Myopic  Astigmatism 
Mixed  Astigmatism 


Total 


79 

50 

194 

101 

27 

45i 


TABLE  V 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Number  of  Defects 


Received  Operative  Treatment 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme, 
in  Clinic  or 
Hospital 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital  apart  from 
the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

Total 

Received 
Other  Forms 
of 

Treatment 

Total 

Number 

Treated 

160 

— 

166 

70 

236 

25 


TABLE  VI 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 


1 

Wigan 

Hindley 

Ince 

Standish 

Total 

No.  of  children  of  school 
age  attending 

207 

23 

23 

14 

267 

No.  of  attendances  of 
children  of  school  age  ... 

1198 

133 

137 

69 

1537 

No.  of  cases  of  children  of 
school  age  referred  for 
treatment  to  Biddulph 
Hospital,  Staffordshire 
(in-patients) 

3 

2 

2 

— 

7 

TABLE  VII 

Central  Clinic 

Classification  of  Consultations  and  Treatment  at  School  Clinic,  1953 


} 

| 

Frimary 
Inspection 
at  Clinic 

Referred  to 
Infirmary 

or  own 

Doctor 

Total 

Number  of 
Attendances 
at  Clinic 

Malnutrition 

— 

— 

— 

Uncleanliness 

19 

— 

96 

Ringworm  :  Scalp  ... 

— 

— 

• — 

Body 

I 

— 

2 

Scabies 

2 

— 

4 

Impetigo 

U 

— 

173 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

46 

— 

212 

Blepharitis 

6 

■ — 

32 

Conjunctivitis 

10 

— 

84 

Corneal  Ulcer 

— 

■ — 

— 

Defective  Vision 

33 

— 

35 

Squint 

5 

• — 

5 

Other  Eye  Conditions 

123 

5 

561 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

3 

— 

4 

Otitis  Media  ... 

24 

• — 

494 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

26 

2 

114 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

6 

7 

Adenoids 

3 

3 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

11 

11 

Other  Nose  and  Throat  Con¬ 
ditions  ... 

45 

— 

52 

Carried  forward 

0 

00 

CO 

7 

1889 

26 


Central  Clinic  (continued) 


Brought  forward 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  ... 
Defective  Speech 
Infection  :  Diseases 
Heart  :  Organic  Diseases  ... 

Functional  Diseases 

Anaemia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases 
Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  : 

Definite 
Suspected  ... 
Non-Pulmonary  : 

Glands 

Skin  . 

Bones  and  Joints  ... 

Keratitis  . 

Chorea 

Other  Conditions  :  Nervous 
System  ... 

Rickets 

Other  Forms  :  Deformities 
Injuries  to  Bones  and  Joints 

Miscellaneous  . 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

Total  . 


Inspection 
at  Clinic 

Referred  to 
Infirmary 

or  own 

Doctor 

Total 

Number  of 
Attendances 
at  Clinic 

380 

7 

1889 

2 

— 

3 

5 

_____ 

6 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

4 

I 

1 

— 

. _ 

r 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

9 

• — 

9 

57 

96 

61 

1169 

3i 

6168 

93 

6 

226 

1717 

140 

8367 
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Pemberton  Clinic 


Inspection 
at  Clinic 

Referred  to 
Infirmary 
or  own 

Doctor 

Total 

Number  of 
Attendances 
at  Clinic 

Ringworm 

2 

— 

10 

Uncleanliness 

2 

— 

10 

Scabies 

— 

- — - 

— 

Impetigo 

i7 

— 

5o 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

20 

— 

84 

Blepharitis  ... 

6 

— 

36 

Conjunctivitis 

7 

• - 

21 

Corneal  Opacities  ... 

. — 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision 

5 

— 

5 

Squint 

i 

- — 

2 

Other  Eye  Conditions 

32 

— 

7i 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Otitis  Media  ... 

10 

• — 

72 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

4 

• — 

44 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

• — 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Adenoids  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

Other  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions 

5 

• — 

6 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

Defective  Speech 

— 

— 

— . 

Infection  :  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  :  Organic  Disease . 

■ — 

— 

— 

F unctional  Disease 

— 

— 

■ — 

Anaemia 

• — 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

i 

— 

1 

Other  Non-Tubercullous  Diseases  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  : 

i 

Definite 

— 

— 

— ~ 

Suspected  ... 

— 

• — 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  : 

Glands 

— 

— 

— - 

Skin 

— 

— 

— - 

Bones  and  Joints  ... 

— 

— 

■ — 

Epilepsy  . 

— * 

•— 

— 

Chorea 

— 

- - 

- - 

Other  Conditions  :  Nervous 

System  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets 

— 

• — 

— 

Other  Forms  :  Deformities 

— 

■ — 

— 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

8 

— 

14 

Miscellaneous 

3!8 

I 

1399 

Injuries  to  Bones  ... 

I 

• — 

1 

Total  . 

439 

I 

1826 

28 


TABLE  VIII 


Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  at  first 

inspection 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  at  final 

inspection 

(v)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority 

(vi)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ... 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws 


15 

48,369 


413 


297 


29 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 


TABLE  IX 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 


No.  of  Pupils  Inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers 


(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups 

(b)  Special  Inspections  ... 

i 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

Number  actually  treated 

Attendances  made  by  Pupils  for  Treatment 

Half-days  devoted  to  (a)  Inspection 

(b)  Treatment 

Fillings  :  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

Extractions  :  Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


...  12,740 
124 


73 

683 


2,531 

204 

360 

3,011 


12,864 

6,157 

4,277 

5,974 


756 


2,735 


3,37i 


Administration  of  General  Anaesthetics  for  Extraction  ... 


170 


Other  Operations  :  Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


746 

228 


974 


* 


. 


' 
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